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FACTS mm THimG about A1 dealing fflTH ! ^'^ 

An exposition of the Glaring Anomalies in the Great Western Railway Companies' Traffic and Charges 

for the Conveyance of Passengers, &c. 



DEDICATED TO THE VARIOUS CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE IN THE DISTRICTS AFFECTED BY THE GREAT WESTERN SYSTEM. 



Lord Bacon saith truly ^ there are three things which make a nation great and prosperous^ — a fertile soil, busy 
workshops, and easy conveyance for men and commodities from one place to another, to which let me add knowledge 
and freedom, bishop hall. 



T^HERE are few subjects of greater importance to the community than that which relates 
to the facilities of transit in the conveyance of passengers and merchandise throughout the 
country at the maximum of speed and maiumum of cost ; and whilst we have been going on 
extending the mighty engines of civilisation, the steam engine and the railways, we take it not only 
as a matter of course, but that it is a matter of right, that the Railway Companies who possess, 
through their exclusive privileges from Parliament, powers of an extraordinary and wide spread 
character, should do that which is proper and right by aflfording equal accommodation and the 
like charges over the whole of their respective systems of railways. 

Be it then my object for the present to direct the attention of the commercial and trading 
community of South Wales especially, to the injustice they have suffered for many years past, 
and still continue to suffer, at the hands of the Great Western Railway Co., who have now 
become possessed, in addition to the South Wales Railway, of the Monmouthshire Railway and 
Canal Co.'s system. 

For present purposes I confine my labors to the subject 0^ Fares, hoping to arouse the 
attention of the wjjple'community, with a vi4l^ tQ^the*correction of an inteleiable evil, by laying 
before them a state of things unparalleled. - • 

Railway Directors are not generally believed to be an oversensitive body, but it is diflScult to 
see how those of the Great Western Railway can rest upon the imputations cast upon them in the 
following pages, for I fail to see anything in the nature of Railway Companies that they should 
claim immunity from interference and responsibilities. 

:y^ With this Leviathan Company the interests of the public are never for a moment considered. 

^ They will tax the community 30 or 40 per cent., though there should be but one per cent, gain to 
^ themselves, and it is only when they find that they have carried the principle too far, and scarcely 
Y even then, that they think of retracing their steps. Without further introduction, I proceed at 
< ' once to the business in hand. The OflScial Monthly Time Tables issued under the authority of 

the Company, are for the most part relied upon, occasionally aided by the London editions of the 

A.B.C. Time Table. 
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By the Great Western Railway Amendment and Extensions Act, 1847 — 10 and 11 Vie. 
cap. 226, secs.^Of 50, 51, and $3, the following are 

The Maximum Rates of Charges for the conveyance of passengers upon the Great Western 
Railway, as follows {except Government duty) : — 

Express Fares for First-class passengers, s^d. per mile ; Second-class, ifd. per mile. 

Ordinary Fares for First-class, 2d. ; Second-class, i^d. ; Third-class, id. ; and for a calf, pig^ 
sheep, &c., -Jd. each. Private carriage, 4d. per mile. 

It is a question whether the above charges are not confined to the Great Western Railway 
proper, namely Paddington to Bristol, for I find 

The S.W. Railway ordinary fares, First-class, 3d.; Second, 2d.; Third, i4d. per mile. 1 ^^ Exoress. 
Bristol and Exeter „ „ „ 3d. ; „ 2d.; „ ijd: ., ) " 

■jy^ — Be k observed that the following, -Tab^ No. i relate^ to ^Gjeat Western Ordinary trains 
accommodating that portion of the kingdom, being to the North of theif^main line, from Pad- 
dington to Penzance. The aggregate of these distances embrace 6,386^ miles. 

TABLE No. I. 

At page 50 of " Tie Great Western Railway Time Table, issued under the authority of the Company," will be 
found "Fares from Paddington n m- pRnm ARv Traiwf;" to the following Fifty towns, embracing " London to Oxford, 
"Leamington, Birmingham, Wednesbury, Wolverhampton, Crewe, Shrewsbury, Chester, Birkenhead, and 
" Manchester," namely : — 



Reading 

Ayno 
Warwick 
Acocks Green, &c 
West Bromwich 
Codsail 
Shrewsbury 


Didcot 

King's Sutton 
HattoQ 

S. Heath & Spark 
Swan Village 
Albrighton 
Chester 


Oxford 
Banbury 
Stratfbrd-on-Avon 

Bordesley 
Wednesbury 
ShifFnall 
Birkenhead 


Woodstock rd. 
Copredy 
Kingswood 
Birmingham 
Bradley -Moxley 
Oakengates 
Manchester 


Kirkington 

Fenny Compton 

Knowle 

Hockley 

Bilston 

Wellington 

Bangor 


Hereford 

Southam rd. 

Solihull 

Soho 

Priestfield 

Crewe 

Holyhead 


Somerton 

Leamington 

Olton 

Handsworth, &c. 

Wolverhampton 

Manchester 

Warrington 


Miles 


1st Class 


2nd Class 


3rd Class 


Parliamentary 


Return 
I St Class and Class 


6,386i 


3. d. 
920 2 


s. d. 
712 4 


s. d. 
. 498 II 




^ d. 

174s 2 


s. d. 
1317 " 


Average perm 


le... 1.72 


1-33 


^ 0.94 




3-37 


248 



_i :u_ 



' XoRfibN AND North Westkh 
the exception of the Special Fast Mail Train. 



Fay tttsenger l^res «nveylng I9t,'*nd ancf^rffCIals by eveiyTJfiilii/iriai' "' 



Bktchly 
Rngely 
Buxton 
Leeds 


Rugby 
Penltridge 
Manclieater 
Bangor 


keamington 
Stafford 
Wigan 
Lancaster 


Polesworth 
Whitmore 
Huddcrsfield 
Holyhead 


Tarn worth 
Sandbach 
Preston 
Carlisle 


Leicester 

Warrington 

Rochdale 


Armitage 
Stockport 
Conway 


Miles 


1st Class 


and Class 


3rdaass 


Parliamentary 


Retu 
1st Qass 


rn 

2ndClass 3rd Class 


4.4341 


s. d. 
630 7 


s. d. 
49s II 


s. d. 

359 


s. d. 
351 1 


s. d. 
1,224 10 


8. d. 
94S u 


s. d. 

739 4 


Average per mile... 1.70 


1.34 0.97 


o.,6 


3.31 


2.56 1 '-97 1 



It will be observed that the charges 



J ti that the charges by the Great Western Ordinary Trains are som ewhat higher th an those of the 

and North Western, though for the most part both Companies are running toTKelaSeTSwns. 
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TABLE No. m. 

A Summary of Passenger Fares by the Great Western Railway from Pa ddington to Carmarthen b y that Company's 
Ordinary Trains. See page 40 in theii Monthly Time Tables, " issued un3er the authority of the Company." 



Milee. 



TOWNS. 



3.336 



1,250 



h^SSk 



Reading, Didcot, Stroud, Gloucester, 
Cheltenham, Newnham, Lydnev, Chepstow, 
Newport, Cardiff, Bridgend, rort Talbot, 
Neath, Swansea, Llanelly, Carmarthen, 
Tenby, Haverfordwest, New Milford. 

From New Milford to Clarbeton-road, 
Carmarthen, Llanelly, Swansea, Neath, 
Bridgend, Cardiff, Newport, Chepstow, 
Newnham, Gloucester, Cheltenham. 

{Newpo t to Bromfield (Salop), Teign- 
mouth, Crudgington, Salop, Didcot, Fenny 
Compton, Wrexham, Birkenhead, Park 
Gate, Plymouth. 



1st Class. 



s. d. 



589 2 



2iid Cla^. 3rd Class 



S. d. 



439 8 



242 10 177 6 



s. d. 



310 II 



Parliament. 



5,74 1 i Miles 






Average per mile ... 



• •• 



20s 7 



147 II 



129 5 



s. d. 



275 o 



Return. 



1st Class. 



s. 



d. 



lOl 4i 



989 o 



2nd Class 
s. d. 



745 9 



1,037 7 
2.17 



764 7 



1.60 



9S 



40s 9 



85 6 



S35 S 



1. 12 



34S 9 



296 9 



461 10^ 



i.o 



i> 740 6 
3.64 



248 



1,290 7 



2.70 



Compare the above with Table No. i, and you will find first-class fares, 25.4; second-class, 20.30; third-class, 19.4 

Return— first-class, 11. 31, and second-class 9.0 in excess of the fares in Table No. i. 

Take page 52. Fares from Paddington to Wellington, Market Drayton, Crewe, and Manchester. All trains with 

1st, 2nd, and 3rd class fares. 



Miles. 




1st Class. 


2nd Class. 


3rd Class. 


Parliament 


Ret 

1st Class. 


urn. 

2nd Class. 


160 
180 

158 
200 


Paddington 


to Wellington 

Market Drayton 

v^re '^e ••• »•• ••• ,,, 
Manchester 


s. d. 

23 8 

24 2 
24 2 
24 2 


s. d. 

18 3 
18 3 
18 3 
20 2 


S. d. 
12 2 

13 S 
13 S 

IS 6 


s. d. 

12 I 

13 2 

13 2 

IS 6 
S3 II 


& d. 
44 
46 3 
46 3 
49 


s. d. 

33 

34 9 

34 9 
40 


698 Miles 




.96 6 


74 9 


54 6 


185 5 


142 6 


Average per mile 


1.66 


1.28 


•0.93 


0.92 


3.16 


2.45 



Take page 26. By wiy of comparison, take the four following towns of the like aggregate distances and at Ordinary 

Fares. 



Miles. 




Ist Class 


2nd Class. 


3rd Class. 


Parliament 


Ret 

Ist Class. 


urn. 

2nd Class. 


iS8i 

202 
160 
177 


Paddington to Newport 

,, Port Talbot ••• 
New Milford to Newnham 

„ Cheltenham 


s. d. 
29 
36 

3^ I 
34 


s. d. 

21 6 
27 6 

22 6 
25 


s. d. 

14 7 
19 I 

16 6 
18 3 


s. d. 
13 2I 
16 io| 

13 4 

14 10 


s. d. 
48 6 
61 

56 9 


s. d 

36 6 
46 6 

37 6 
41 9 


698 Miles 


130 6 


96 6 


68 5 


58 3 


218 


162 3 


Average per mile 


2.25 


1.67 


1.18 


1.0 


3.19 


2.79 



Shewing first-class, 35.55 ; second-class, 30.47; third-class, 27.0 per cent in excess of the Fares to the North by all 
trains where Express Fares are not recognised. 

Be it observed that the Great Western Express Fares are for first-class, 12.26; second-class, 10,0. ; return first-class, 
'^S^SS ] second-class, I0.30 per cent in excess of that Company's Ordinary Fares. 



/; 
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TABLE No. IV. 



Siiinmary of Fares from Paddington, comprising 6,386J miles 1 
which it will be observed embraces the districts accommodated h- •••- 



: miles ] 
by the > 
es ...) 



G-W-R. Co., lying North of their main line to Bristol. Fares 

The Table representing 3,336 miles, Paddington to New Milford, ] 
Fares are J 

Shewing that first-class fares are 23.25; second-class, 20.30; third-class, 19,14. Return fares — First-class, 1 
second-class, 8.87 per cent, in excess of the fares Northward of the main line. 



2DdClu«. 
1-33 



rd Class. 
0.94 



I3t CUea Snd Class 
a.48 



In like manner take the Table j,3Somiles. Fares | 2,33 [ 1.70 | 1.24 | 3.90 | 2.85 

Shewing that first-class fares are 35.46; second-class, 27.82 ; third-class, 32.9. Return fares— first-class, 19.26; 
second-class, 14.92 per cent, in excess of the fares Northward of the main line. 



Inlikemanner take the Table 1,1 5si miles. Fares | 2.13 | 1.54 | 0.98 | 3,59 | 2.57 

Shewing the first-class fares are 24.41 ; second-class, 15.79 1 third-class, 6.38, Return fares— First-class, 9.48 ; 
aecond-class, 4,03 per cent in excess of the fares Northward of the main line. 



So much for the treatment of South Wales by the Great Western Railway Company. 



I purpose now to lay before your readers the position of like matters on the direct line from Paddington to 
Penzance, and it is as follows: 

A Statement of Passenger Fares by the Great Western Railway from Paddington to Penzance— direct route — by 
that Company's Ordinarv Trains " See page 36 in the " Monthly Time Tables issued under the autltority of the 
Company." 



Miles. 


TOWNS. 


iBt CUm. 


2nd ClMS. 


SrdClaas. 


Parlmment. 


Retom. 1 
iHt CUm, 2nd Ca«M.| 


M03 


{ Reading, Didcot, Swindon, Chippenham, ) 
i Bath, Bristol, Bridgwater, Exeter, Plymouth, > 
(Penzance ' ... ) 


'' s. d. 

2S8 4 


s. d. 
187 8 


s. d. 
113 8 


s. d. 

Ill 


s. d. 

429 6 


s. d. 

3'4 3 


Average rate per mile 


2.21 


1.67 


0.98 


0.9s 


3.6, 


2.6, 



Shewing that first-class fares are 30.00 ; aecond-class, 35.30 ; third-class, 1.03. Return fares— First-class, to.ij ; 
second-class 5.07 per cent, in excess <^ the fares Northward of the main hne. 

We now deal with Express fare* by taking in hand Tables 5 and 6, first observing the charge for 
Express Farbs — Newport to Cardiff: First-class, 3/0; second-class, 2/a Return — First-class, 5/0 ; second-class, 3/0 — 
11^ miles, being double the fares charged for the like distance by the Midland Railway Co. 

The fares from Cardiff to Bristol are the same as Newport to Bristol, viz. :— First-class, 5/0 ; second, 3/6 ; third, 3/6. 
Return — First-class, 7/6 ; second-class, 5/6. 



From Cardiff to Portskewitt : First-class, 5/0 ; second, 3/6 ; third, 2/ 
more absurd than this? ' . . ^ ,.^ . . . ...... 

pay 8/6, but if he takes 



Return — 8/6 and 6/0. Can anjr^ing be 



absurd than this ? A passenger going from CardifT to Portskewitt, little more taan half-way to Bristol has to 
a ticket for Bristol all the way he saves i/o, and he is justified by law to do so. 



TABLE No. V. 

A Statement of Passenger Express Fares by the Great Western Railway from Paddington to Carmarthen. 
Also Express Fares from New Milford to Cheltenham. Also Express Fares from Newport to Carmarthen. Also 
Express Fares from Newport to Paddington. See official Time Table, pages 26, 40, 42. 



Miles. 


/ Reading, Didoot, Swindon, Stroud, Glo'ster, Chel-^ 
\ tenham, Newnham, Lydney, Chepstow, Newport, Cardiff, f 
J Bridgend. Port Talbot, Neath, Swansea, Llanelly, j 
(Carmarthen. ) 


s. 
S19 


d. 

6 


s. d. 

370 S 


s. d. 

874 3 


s. d. 
629 9 


Iy02I 


i New Milford to Clynderwen, Carmarthen, Llanelly, \ 
< Swansea, Bridgend, Cardiff, Newport, Chepstow, Glos'ter, v 
( Cheltenham. j 


229 


I 


161 3 


388 9 


27s 3 


348 


{ Newport to Cardiff, Bridgend, Port Talbot, Neath, ) 
Swansea, Llanelly, Carmarthen. 




82 





S6 9 


137 6 


96 6 


883 


i Newport to Chepstow, Lydney, Newnham, Glo'ster, \ 
\ Cheltenham, Stroud, Oxford, Swindon, Didcot, Reading, J- 
( to Paddington. ) 


178 


6 


■I 25 4 


303 9 


218 


4,768 


Miles 


1,009 


I 


713 9 


1,704 3 


1,219 ^ 


Average rate per mile ... 


2-54 


1.80 


4.08 


307 



Shewing that first-class fares are 49.41 ; second-class, 32.0. Return— First-class, 66.4. ; second, 63.95 per cent. 

in excess of the fares charged by the London and North Western Railway Co. 



A Summary of EXPRESS FARES by the Or eat Western Railway. 

In the Table No. 5 comprising 2,816 miles, the fares for first-class passengers are 248; second-class, 1.76. 
Return — First-class, 4.16 ; second-class, 3.0 per mile. 

Shewing that first-class fares are 45.88; second-class, 31.34. Return fares — First-class, 62.5; second-class, 52.28 
per cent, in excess of the fares by London and North Western Railway Co. 



In like manner take the same Table comprising 1,021 miles, where the charge for first-class is 3.70 ; second-class, 1.9. 
Return fares — First-class, 4.55 ; second-class, 3.23 per mile. 

Shewing that first-class £ares are 58.82 ; second-class, 41.74. Return £ares — ^First-class, 77.73 ; second-class, 63.9 per 
cent, in excess of the £ares by London and North Western Railway Co. 



In like manner take the same Table comprising 348 and 883, equal to 1,231 miles. The £ares for first-class pas- 
sengers are 2.54 ; second-class, 1.77. Return fares— First-class, 4.26 ; second-class, 3.0 per mile. 

Shewing that first-class fares are 49 41 ; second-class, 32.09. Return fares — ^First-dass, 644 ; second-class, 63.95 per 
cent, in excess of the fares by London and North Western Railway Co. 



A Statement of Passenger Fares by the Great Western Railway from Paddington to Penzance — direct route — 
by that Company's Express Trains. See page 26 in oflScial Time Tables. 



Miles. 


TOWNS. 


1st Class. 


2nd Class. 


Return. 
Ist Class. 2nd Class. 


i,403i 


1' Reading, Didcot, Swindon, Chippenham, Bath, Bristol, ) 
I Bridgwater, Exeter, Plymouth, Penzance. j 


s. d. 
285 II 


S. d. 
300 II 


s. d. 
470 


s. d. 
337 3 


Average rate per mile 


3uf4 


1.72 


4.0 


2.88 



Shewing that first-class fares are 43.53 ; second-class, 28.35. Return— First-class, 56.21 ; second-class, 6941 per 

cent, in excess of the fares charged by London and North Western Railway Co. 



m M n 



Take now the Great Western Railway feres from Newport to Blaina, Nantyglo, Ebbw Vale, Blaenavon, and Ponty- 
pool road. Average fares— First-class, 2 Jd. ; secx>nd-class, 2d. 

Take Cardiff to Aberdare and Merthyr. First-class, 2d. ; second-class, i Jd. per mile. 

Take Newport to Cardiff and Cardiff to Newport. Distance iij miles. One Parliamentary, Newport to Cardiff, at 
I p.m.— Fare iijd. One Parliamentary train dardiff to Newport, at 12.15 p.m.— Fare 11^. A passenger is thus 
prevented from travelling to Cardiff and back on the same day for is. iid. Third-class fares by other trains, is. 3d. 

I have some recollection that at the time the feres were fixed at is. 3d., the Company stated that the rise was in 
consequence of the then high price of coal. This was about 1873. Coal is now cheap enough surely. 

Take Bath to Bristol, and Bristol to Bath, 11^ miles, — Fares by aii trains ii^d. 3|d. worth of coal is enough fuel 
to carry 100 passengers from Newport to Cardiff. 

Yet another absurdity. 

See page 40 in their Time Tables, as follows :— a. d. 

Paddington to New Milford, third-class fare 22 6 

A passenger third-class to Bristol, 2/2, thence to London, 9/10=12/0. The fere direct from Cardiff would be X5/10, 
saving 3/10 ; but the trains are so ntcefy arranged for arrivsd and departure, that our traveller arrives in Bristol just five 
minutes after the London train had gone. 

From Newport to London. 

6.15 a.m. Irish express. First and second class only at express fares. 

I. p.m. express. „ „ ,, ,, 

1.50 p m. from Paddington — ordinary train — arrives at Glos'ter at 6.7 p.m., where it remains whilst a portion travels 
to Cheltenham and back ; and at 7.45 p.m., after a detention of i hour 38 minutes, proceeds to Cardiff, where it is over- 
taken and superseded by the 5.15 p.m. express from London. 

The 5.15 p.m. express from Paddington has a third-class fiare to Glo'ster only, and then proceeds with first and 
second-class only to Neath, where third-class are again accommodated. 

Here we have an express train, London to Swansea, 216 miles, for the first 114 miles with third-class feres; then 
for 94 miles first and second-class only, winding up the last 8 miles with third-class fares. 

The fatalities of South Wales date from crossing the Severn at Glo'ster. 

Take the carriage of Bullion. Carriage of specie, for which railways receive very large sums annually. 

The Brighton line allow 120 lbs. weight, and charge one half-penny per lb. on every lb. beyond. The Great 
Western line charge one penny per lb. with no allowance. 

The Mail train from Wales arrives at Glo'ster at 1047 p.m., departs at 12 20 a.m., being needlessly detained there 
I hour 33 minutes, by reason of the Welsh Mail being conveyed via Bristol to Swindon, instead* of vta Stroud. 

Why not allow this one hour-and-a-half for the accommodation of all trains West of Glo'ster, if only for postal 
accommodation, which would be most acceptable to all ? 

One of the latest complaints from South Wales made to the Directors of the Great Western Railway Co.^ is as follows: — 

Council House, Newport, Mon., 

14th Sept , 1880. 
Sir, 

The Town Council of this Borough, at their meeting held to-day, passed a resolution requesting me to 

call the attention of the Directors and Manager of your Company to the inefiUcient train service at present existing 

between London and South Wales, and the excessively high feres charged as compared with other Districts and by other 

Railway Companies. 

The various points I submit for your consideration as susceptible of alteration and improvement are :— 

(i). The slow speed at which trains travel. 

(2). The inconvenient hour at which they depart. 

(3). The excessively high feres charged for first and second class passengers : and 

(4). The absence of third-class from Express trains leaving and arriving at this town. 

The Council hope that your Directors will give these matters their earnest attention, and remove a grievance which 
presses hard upon a certain section of the community. 
F. G. Saunders, Esq., 

G.W. Railway, London Terminus, London. 
We have yet to see with what result. 



It is well known that the Midland Railway Co., carry first-class passengers by all their trains at i Jd. per mile, and 
third<>class by all trains at id. per mile, with an absence of express fares. 

It was at one time the boast of the Great Western Co. that the speed of their trains were greater than that of other 
Companies, but that is a fallacy. 

The London and North Western run from Euston to Rugby, 77^ miles in 96 minutes, equal to 48.28 miles per 
hour and 48.79 miles per hour. 

The hourly trains Manchester to Liverpool exceed 52 miles per hour, beside a score of other trains doing 48 miles 
per hour. 

Grantham to Newark 59 miles per hour. 

Barkstone to Tuxford, 22^ miles in 20J minutes=64j miles per hour. 

The Great Western Scotch Express up, so| miles ; down 49 miles per hour. 

The Great Western are the most illiberal with their excursion trains. Passengers are compelled to stay (usually) 
the entire week. Other railways provide for the return, by ordinary train, on any day withm the week. See the 
following letter : 

THE BAPTIST UNION AND THE EXCURSION TO LONDON. 

To the Editor of the South Wales Daily News. 

Sir, — Will you kindly allow me to ask a question through your columnb respecting the above excursion. It is 
stated on the excursion bills that the tickets are not available for returning by any trains but those specified on the bills. 
Now does that mean that no one can return from London by any train before Monday week ? I understand that the 
excursion has been organised partly for the convenience of ministers and delegates who wish to attend the Baptist 
.Union meetings next week in London. But if ministers cannot return before Monday many will not be able to go, 
which will be a loss to the Railway Company, as well as a disappointment to themselves. The Union meetings will 
dose on Thursday night, and many ministers must return for their duties on Sunday. Hoping someone will throw 

a light upon the matter in due time. I am, &c., 

Bridgend, Sept. 30th. T. COLE. 

In 1865 I compiled and extensively circulated a statement setting forth the injustice suffered by South Wales at the 
hands of the Great Western Co. The first copy was presented to the Mayor and Corporation of Newport, who, by 
resolution, forwarded the same to Paddington. 

Mr. J. Trevelyn Jenkins brought the subject under the consideration of the Mayor and Corporation of Swansea, 
directing especial attention to the case of Swansea, distant from Paddington 216 miles. First-class, 44/6 ; second-class, 
32/0. Return — First class, 74/3 ; second-class, 53/6. 

Paddington to Chester, 213 miles. First-class, 27/10,- second class, 21/9, being in excess for first, 16/8 ; second, 10/3, 

On the mail service (Holyhead). First-class, 32/6 ; second-class, 24/6. Return— First-class, 55^0 ; second-class, 41/6 
with the like speed in each case. In the same year letters of complaint were published in " The Times " from the 
late Lord Llanover, Colonel Stepney, and myself. 



In June last a Deputation from the Bristol Chamber of Commerce waited upon the President of the Board of 
Trade, when Mr. Wills made the following statement : — 

Mr. Wills, as representing the Bristol Chamber of Commerce, said it had become almost an absolute necessity 
to those in his district to secure admission before the Railway Commissioners for the Chamber of Commerce. He said 
that for five years now the Chamber had been continuously, year after year, petitioning, both by letter and deputation, 
the Great Western Railway to give them the same facilities as the Company themselves gave to many minor towns, such 
as Gloucester, Cheltenham, Barnstaple, and Exeter, but without success. What they felt was this, that Bristol being a 
large and important city, with a large \^holesale business in every branch of commerce, and a good many manufacturers 
having representatives of their commercial houses in many of the midland, western, and south-western counties, if, under 
these circumstances, facilities were not given them for the carriage of their goods, it would stand in the way of their 
progress, and, therefore, he would simply ask the President to notice a few facts bearing on the point in question. Until 
very recently it was impossible to come from Bristol to London and back in a day, travelling third class. At present it 
was just possible, whereas for manv years in many places within two hundred miles of London and more, railway com- 
panies carried first, second, and third classes by all trains. As illustrative of the anomalous position in which Bristol 
was placed as regarded passenger traffic, he mentioned that while the fere to Bristol from London was i8s. 3d., one could 
go to Plymouth through Bristol for fivepence more, and if a person joined the same train at Bristol to go to Plymouth 
he would pay is. 8d. less than if he had travelled from London. They felt that that was a very great injury to Bristol. 
There was a large number of people continually moving to-and-fro between Bristol and London, and until this grievance 
was removed they could not but expect that their customers at Plymouth and Exeter should complain of the transit 
charges. They tfiemselves had to conaplain, and in some cases there was a percentage against Bristol of 100, and in one 
case of 127 in the carriage of goods. If they took Swindon, Chippenham, Bridgwater, Taunton, Exeter, Plymouth, 
Newport, and Cheltenham, they would find a percentage of 58 and 54^ against them. It must be quite clear tnat this 
was a tax on their trade, and any one would say who got goods from Bristol at a certain rate and the same goods from 



